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The  Church at Corinth
part 10



The  Church at Corinth
1 – Introduction to the Corinthians – 22/01/23

  2 – Factions in the Church – 19/02/23
  3 – It’s not about the food  – 16/03/23
  4 – Forgotten Fundamentals – 16/04/23
  5 – Holiness is real – 21/05/23
  6 – Righteousness must prevail – 9/07/23
  7 – Not unto Law +  – 27/8/23
  8 – Not created for that – 24/10/23 (pt1)
  9 – Marriage and Divorce – 19/11/23 (pt2)
10 – Eternity Calls – 24/12/23
11 -  Loving the truth – 21/1/24?

Available on YouTube or Church website (Audio + Video)
Search Mike Gomm
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The  Church at Corinth
The letters pt 9  



The Church at Corinth – letter 1  written about AD 57 -

1 Corinthians 1
11 For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of 
Chloe’s household, that there are contentions among you.

1 Corinthians 7 
1Now concerning the things of which you wrote to me:

1 Corinthians 16
17 I am glad about the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, for what was lacking 
on your part, they supplied.
18 For they refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge such men.
 



The Church at Corinth – letter 1
5 main problem areas

 1. Divisions (1 – 4)
  groupies
  arrogance 
 2. Sex and Laws (5 – 7)
 3. Food + inappropriate behaviour (8 – 10)
 4. The Gathering (11 – 14)
 5. The Resurrection (15)

✓

✓

✓



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

Reconciliation comes when the 
relationship is more important than 

being right.



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 - Eternity calls

Righteousness must prevail



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

1 Corinthians 7
17 But as God has distributed to each one, as the Lord has called each one, so let him walk. 
And so, I ordain in all the churches.
18 Was anyone called while circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. Was anyone 
called while uncircumcised? Let him not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing and 
uncircumcision is nothing, but keeping the commandments of God is what matters. 20 Let 
each one remain in the same calling in which he was called. 21 Were you called while a 
slave? Do not be concerned about it; but if you can be made free, rather use it. 22 For he 
who is called in the Lord while a slave is the Lord’s freedman. Likewise he who is 
called while free is Christ’s slave. 23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of 
men. 24 Brethren, let each one remain with God in that state in which he was called.



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

1 Corinthians 7
25 Now concerning virgins: I have no commandment from the Lord; yet I give judgment as 
one whom the Lord in His mercy has made trustworthy. 26 I suppose therefore that this is 
good because of the present distress—that it is good for a man to remain as he is: 27 Are 
you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be loosed. Are you loosed from a wife? Do not seek a 
wife. 28 But even if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not 
sinned. Nevertheless such will have trouble in the flesh, but I would spare you.
29 But this I say, brethren, the time is short, so that from now on even those who have 
wives should be as though they had none, 30 those who weep as though they did not 
weep, those who rejoice as though they did not rejoice, those who buy as though they did 
not possess, 31 and those who use this world as not misusing it. For the form of this world 
is passing away.



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

1 Corinthians 7
32 But I want you to be without care. He who is unmarried cares for the things of the 
Lord—how he may please the Lord. 33 But he who is married cares about the things of the 
world—how he may please his wife. 34 There is a difference between a wife and a virgin. 
The unmarried woman cares about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in 
body and in spirit. But she who is married cares about the things of the world—how she 
may please her husband. 35 And this I say for your own profit, not that I may put a leash on 
you, but for what is proper, and that you may serve the Lord without distraction.



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

1 Corinthians 7
36 But if any man thinks he is behaving improperly toward his virgin, if she is past the 
flower of youth, and thus it must be, let him do what he wishes. He does not sin; let them 
marry. 37 Nevertheless he who stands steadfast in his heart, having no necessity, but has 
power over his own will, and has so determined in his heart that he will keep his virgin, 
does well. 38 So then he who gives her in marriage does well, but he who does not 
give her in marriage does better.
39 A wife is bound by law as long as her husband lives; but if her husband dies, she is at 
liberty to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. 40 But she is happier if she 
remains as she is, according to my judgment—and I think I also have the Spirit of God.



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

Remember the context:-

 Their lifestyle and reputation – particularly in the world.

 Paul is responding to what they asked



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

1 Corinthians 7
17 But as God has distributed to each one, as the Lord has called each one, so let him walk. 
And so I ordain in all the churches.

18 Was anyone called while circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. Was anyone 
called while uncircumcised? Let him not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing and 
uncircumcision is nothing, but keeping the commandments of God is what matters. 20 Let 
each one remain in the same calling in which he was called.

21 Were you called while a slave? Do not be concerned about it; but if you can be made 
free, rather use it. 22 For he who is called in the Lord while a slave is the Lord’s freedman. 
Likewise he who is called while free is Christ’s slave.

23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.

24 Brethren, let each one remain with God in that state in which he was called.



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

Proverbs 3 
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own 
understanding;

6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.

7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil.



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

1 Corinthians 7
17 But as God has distributed to each one, as the Lord has called each one, so let him walk. 
And so I ordain in all the churches.

18 Was anyone called while circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. Was anyone 
called while uncircumcised? Let him not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing and 
uncircumcision is nothing, but keeping the commandments of God is what matters. 20 Let 
each one remain in the same calling in which he was called.

21 Were you called while a slave? Do not be concerned about it; but if you can be made 
free, rather use it. 22 For he who is called in the Lord while a slave is the Lord’s freedman. 
Likewise he who is called while free is Christ’s slave.

23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.

24 Brethren, let each one remain with God in that state in which he was called.



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

1 Corinthians 7
17 But as God has distributed to each one, as the Lord has called each one, so let him walk. 
And so I ordain in all the churches.

18 Was anyone called while circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. Was anyone 
called while uncircumcised? Let him not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing and 
uncircumcision is nothing, but keeping the commandments of God is what matters. 20 Let 
each one remain in the same calling in which he was called.

21 Were you called while a slave? Do not be concerned about it; but if you can be made 
free, rather use it. 22 For he who is called in the Lord while a slave is the Lord’s freedman. 
Likewise he who is called while free is Christ’s slave.

23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.

24 Brethren, let each one remain with God in that state in which he was called.



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

Philippians 1

12 But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually 
turned out for the furtherance of the gospel,

13 so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my 
chains are in Christ;
14 and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much 
more bold to speak the word without fear.



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

1 Corinthians 7
25 Now concerning virgins: I have no commandment from the Lord; yet I give judgment as 
one whom the Lord in His mercy has made trustworthy.

26 I suppose therefore that this is good because of the present distress—that it is good for 
a man to remain as he is: 27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be loosed. Are you 
loosed from a wife? Do not seek a wife.
28 But even if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not 
sinned. Nevertheless such will have trouble in the flesh, but I would spare you.

29 But this I say, brethren, the time is short, so that from now on even those who have 
wives should be as though they had none, 30 those who weep as though they did not 
weep, those who rejoice as though they did not rejoice, those who buy as though they did 
not possess, 31 and those who use this world as not misusing it. For the form of this world 
is passing away.



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

2 Timothy 2

2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 You therefore must endure 

hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may 
please him who enlisted him as a soldier.
5 And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes 
according to the rules.



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

1 Corinthians 7
36 But if any man thinks he is behaving improperly toward his virgin, if she is past the 
flower of youth, and thus it must be, let him do what he wishes. He does not sin; let them 
marry.
37 Nevertheless he who stands steadfast in his heart, having no necessity, but has power 
over his own will, and has so determined in his heart that he will keep his virgin, does 
well. 38 So then he who gives her in marriage does well, but he who does not give her in 
marriage does better.

39 A wife is bound by law as long as her husband lives; but if her husband dies, she is at 
liberty to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.
40 But she is happier if she remains as she is, according to my judgment—and I think I also 
have the Spirit of God.



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 – Eternity calls

Ignoring the holiness of God = compromise

Ignoring the design = misuse = disease



The Church at Corinth – letter 1 - Eternity calls

Where are we at – focused on Eternity?

Are we saved and changed – or still living like the world?

Are we living by faith and living in the fullness of the Holy Spirit?  

Are we living in righteousness or are there areas we have 
compromised ie sin or giving the wrong ideas to others?

Come to God and put things right with Him first – seek his 
forgiveness.



The  Church at Corinth

pt11

21st January 2024
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